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INSIDE  N.l. 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 

November  1978  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following 

persons  have  applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are 
received  by  January  1,  1979,  their  membership  will  become  effective 
on  that  date.  (MT  = Mail  Trader). 


1458- MT  John  P.  Gutek,  9265  Mayflower  Court,  Plymouth,  Mich.  48170 

(British  India,  Great  Britian,  Canada) 

1459- MT  Serge  Huard,  C.  P.  402,  Pointe-Aux-Trembles , Quebec  H1B  5K3, 

Canada  — (Modern  Gold  Coins  & Sets,  Low  Mintages) 

1460- MT  Leonard  W.  Harsel,  5435  Safe  Harbor  Ct.,  Fairfax,  Va . 22032 

(Modern  European) 

1461- MT  Gary  A.  Gregory,  141  Tanglewood  Dr.,  Clarksville,  Tenn.  37040 

(Ancient  Numismatics,  Paper  Currency) 

1462- MT  Jimmie  R.  Petitt,  Box  1403,  APO  New  York  09611 

(German  Porcelain  Coins  & Medals,  Martin  Luther  Medal, 
Notgeld,  Nazi  Coins) 

1463  Mr.  Shraga  Qedar,  P.  0.  Box  520,  Jerusalem,  Israel 
(Dealer  in  World  Coins) 


1464- MT  Jack  Guerreiro,  1540  Brentano  Blvd.,  Mississauga,  Ontario, 

Canada  — (Coins,  Tokens  & Paper  Money,  Islam,  Portugal, 

Canada) 

1465- MT  Algis  P.  Staneas^  52  Apple  Orchard  Pass,  Thornhill,  Ontario, 

Canada  L3T  3B7  — (Europe,  Latin  America,  British  Commonwealth) 

1466- MT  SFC  J.  H.  Shapiro,  FINTHEN  DET,  14th  Aviation  Unit,  ATC , APO 

New  York  09185  — (UNC  Silver  Crowns  & World  Gold) 


Reinstatements:  The  following  members  have  complied  with  the  By-Laws 

and  are  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

417  John  H.  Ballard,  P.  0.  Box  1122,  Perry  Annes  , Whittier,  Cal. 
90603 

984  Win.  H.  Park,  12312  Starlight  Lane,  Bowie,  Md . 20715 
(Emergency  Money) 


Deceased : 


1243  Jesse  J.  Mayer,  P.  0.  Box  136,  Sharon,  Mass.  02067 
(Coins  of  Montfort  and  1848) 

***** 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 


I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  members  who  have  donated 
material  to  the  NI  LIBRARY.  As  asterisk  (*)  indicates  those  books 
which  have  not  been  previously  listed.  The  letters  "ne"  indicate 
different  editions  of  books  already  on  the  shelves. 

Campbell,  I.  C.  G. 


* METCALF,  D.  M.  The  Reformed  Folles  of  Thephilus , Their  Styles  and 

Localization.  Reprinted  1968,  32pp,  w/plates. 

* METCALF,  D.  M.  Classification  of  Byzantine  Stamena  in  Light  of  a 

Hoard  Found  in  Southern  Serbia.  Pub.  1967,  130pp,  w/plates. 

* BELLINGER,  ALFRED  R.  A Hoard  of  Silver  Coins  of  the  Empire  of 

Nicaea.  Pub.  ca.  1958,  8pp,  w/plates. 

Note:  In  addition  to  the  above,  Iain  has  also  donated  seven  ad- 

ditional books  which  complement  those  already  on  the  shelves. 


Kraneveld,  Peter 


* RAMJOIE , PETER.  Die  Abstempelung  der  Deutschen  Geldscheine  in 
Ost-Belgien.  Die  Geldumwechslung  1944-1945  in  dem  Wahrend  des 
Zweiten  Welttsrieges  unter  deutsches  Verwaltungs system  gestellten 
Gebieten  in  Osten  Belgiens.  Pub.  1973,  103pp,  illus. 


* BORG,  ERKKI.  FINLAND.  Pub.  1975,  120pp,  illus. 
banknotes  from  1811.  Excellent  photography. 


Coins  from  1864 


* DEUTSCHE  MUNZE.  F.A.O.  Welt-Munzkatalog  1977. 
illus. 


Pub.  1977, 


35pp , 


* DEMEY,  J.  Les  Monnaies  des  Dues  de  Brabant , Vol.  II,  1467-1598 . 

Pub.  1969,  87pp,  illus.  This  extends  Vol.  I which  covered  the 
period  1106-1467  and  which  the  Library  also  has  available. 

* THIRION,  MARCEL.  Les  Monnaies  D'Elagabale  (AD  218-222).  Pub. 

1968,  104pp,  w/plates. 

* S0MOD,  J0RGEN . Darwnrks  Monter  fra  Middelalder  til  Nutid  samt 

Norges  Monter  1481-1813 . Pub.  1975,  87pp,  illus. 

* NUMALUX.  Luxemburg  Coin  Catalog,  1665-1976 . Pub.  1976,  48pp,  illus. 

* PROBSZT , GUNTHER.  Goldmunzen  ein  Brevier.  Pub.  1963,  54pp,  illus. 

* HARPES,  JEAN.  Monnaies  Frappees  a L'Estranger  par  les  Princes 

regnants  luxembourgiois,  les  Seigneurs  et  Prelats,  de  la  Maison 
de  Luxembourg,  ca.  998-1425 . Pub.  1950,  72pp,  illus. 

Note:  In  addition  to  the  above,  Peter  has  also  donated  two  addition- 
al books  which  complement  those  already  on  the  shelves. 


Remick,  Jerry 


* SILVER  INSTITUTE.  Modem  Silver  Coinage  1977.  89pp,  not  illus. 

Reviewed  in  the  September  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN . The  sixth  in 
a series  which  started  with  the  year  1969-1972  as  the  first  volume, 
and  since  that  time  has  listed  annually  all  of  the  silver  coins 
struck  by  weight,  silver  content,  and  number.  Back  copies  of  this 
issue  are  requested  for  the  Library. 


344 


II.  Additional  thanks  go  to  Paul  Bosco  for  NASCA  who  provided  parts 
II  and  II  and  the  illustrations  of  the  famous  Wayte  Raymond  collec- 
tion sales  catalogues.  Also,  thanks  to  Iain  Campbell  who,  in  addition 
to  the  books  above  mentioned,  has  provided  us  this  month  with  innumer- 
able magazines,  catalogues,  bulletins  and  reference  papers.  And  fin- 
ally, our  thanks  to  Lauren  Benson  for  his  donation  of  a large  number 
of  sales  catalogues. 

III.  "Help  Your  Frustrated  Librarian  Month"  Update.  I was  wondering 
if  anyone  ever  read  my  comments  but  my  June  request  for  books  to  put 
on  the  shelves  proved  you  do.  I received  enough  suggestions  to  keep 
me  happily  busy  for  the  next  several  months  sorting  them  all  out. 

Thank  you  all  for  your  help. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.  , NI  Librarian 

'kirk’k'k 

UPDATED  BY-LAWS  AVAILABLE  ON  REQUEST 

Late  in  1977  the  membership  was  asked  to  vote  on  6 amendments  to  the 
NI  By-Laws.  All  these  amendments  were  passed  and  we  are  pleased  to 
announce  that  a new  printing  of  the  revised  by-laws  is  now  available 
on  request.  These  will  not  be  sent  out  on  a general  mailing  - there- 
fore you  must  request  a copy  in  writing  if  you  are  interested. 

***** 


FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Applauds  Persing’s  article  on  Numismatic  Cabinets  in  G.D.R. 

I have  read  Mr.  Persing's  article  on  the  numismatic  cabinets  in  the 
GDR  with  much  interest  (NIB,  Oct.  1978,  pp313-318) . This  is  very 
difficult  information  to  come  by  individually. 

I wonder  whether  you  could  ask  him  to  do  a follow  up  with  information 
as  to  which  of  them  has  photographing  and  xeroxing  services  and  would 
send  material  out.  Also  the  matter  of  costs  - always  in  West  German 
Marks,  I have  found! 


John  S.  Davenport,  Galesburg,  111. 

(Ed.:  Yes,  will  be  glad  to  ask  Klaus  for  this  follow  up.) 


Buckingham'  Palace  responds  on  receipt  of  the  portraits  article 

(Author  Jerry  Remick  sent  Queen  Elizabeth  II  a copy  of  the  August  1978 
NI  BULLETIN  containing  his  article  on  14  portraits  of  QE  II  on  paper 
money  and  received  the  following  reply.) 

I am  commanded  by  The  Queen  to  thank  you  for  sending  a copy  of  your 
articles  on  ER  II  Portraits.  She  was  most  interested  to  see  this  and 
has  asked  that  it  be  forwarded  to  the  Royal  Mint . 

Ann  Wall,  Buckingham  Palace 
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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS 


(The  catalog  numbers  assigned  to  new  issue  listings  published  here  are 
supplied  by  special  arrangement  with  CURRENT  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD,  pub- 
lished and  copyrighted  by  Western  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  Whitman  Coin 
Products,  Racine,  Wise.,  USA.  No  further  use  of  these  numbers  in  any 
other  publications  is  authorized.) 

* Collectors'  Coins 


ARGENTINA 

Y52  50  Pesos  1978,  Copper-Aluminum-Nickel,  23.5mm 

Y53  100  Pesos  1978,  Copper-Aluminum-Nickel,  25mm 

(Y52-53:  Bicentennial  Birthday  of  Jose  de  San  Martin) 

AUSTRIA 

*Y155  100  Schilling  1978,  .640  Silver  (36mm),  1100th  Anniversary 

Founding  of  Villach) 


BAHAMAS 


*Y42 

*Y42a 

*Y43 

*Y44 

*Y45 

*Y46 

*Y47 

*Y48 

*Y48a 

*Y49 

*Y50 

*Y51 

*Y52 

*Y53 


BARBADOS 

*Y18 

BELIZE 

*Y23 

*Y24 

BRITISH 
*Y16 
*Y1 7 


BRUNEI 

*Y14 

*Y15 


(Note:  Several  changes  in  the  present  catalog  listings,  as 

well  as  a new  issue,  are  included  below.) 


10  Dollars  1974,  Cupro-Nickel,  1st  Anniv.  of  Independence 
10  Dollars  1974,  .925  Silver,  1st  Anniv.  of  Independence 
100  Dollars  1974,  .500  Gold,  1st  Anniv.  of  Independence 
50  Dollars  1974-77  Date  Series,  Gold  (17mm) 

100  Dollars  1974-77  Date  Series,  Gold  (21mm) 

150  Dollars  1974-77  Date  Series,  Gold  (24mm) 

200  Dollars  1974-77  Date  Series,  Gold  (28mm) 

10  Dollars  1975-77,  Cupro-Nickel,  Anniversaries  of  Independence 
10  Dollars  1975-77,  .925  Silver,  Anniversaries  of  Independence 
100  Dollars  1975,  .500  Gold,  2nd  Anniversary  of  Independence 
10  Dollars  1978,  .500  Silver  (50mm),  5th  Anniv.  of  Independence 

100  Dollars  1978,  .9167  Gold  (27mm),  5th  Anniv.  of  Independence 

10  Dollars  1978,  .500  Silver  (50mm),  5th  Anniv.  of  Independence 

100  Dollars  1978,  .9167  Gold  (27mm),  5th  Anniv.  of  Independence 

(Y50-51:  Obverse  Portrait  of  Sir  Milo  Butler. 

Y52-53:  Obverse  Portrait  of  Prince  Charles.) 


25  Dollars  1978, 


.925  Silver  (37.8mm), 


25th  Anniv.  of  Coronation 


250  Dollars  1978,  .900Gold  (26.16mm),  "The  Jaquar" 

25  Dollars  1978,  .925  Silver  (37.8mm),  25th  Anniv.  of  Coronation 

VIRGIN  ISLANDS 

25  Dollars  1978,  .925  Silver  (37.8mm),  25th  Anniv.  of  Coronation 
100  Dollars  1978,  .900  Gold  (24.2mm,  25-sided  planchet),  25th 
Anniversary  of  Coronation 

(Note:  Y17  was  previously  reported  as  Y16  in  August  listing.) 


10  Dollars  1978,  .925  Silver  (38.6mm),  10th  Anniv.  of  Coronation 
1000  Dollars  1978,  .9167  Gold  (40mm),  10th  Anniv.  of  Coronation 
(Note:  Y15  was  previously  reported  as  Y14  in  September  listing.) 


COOK  ISLANDS 

*Y21  10  Dollars  1978,  .925  Silver  (37.8mm),  25th  Anniv.  of  Coronation 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

*Y108  100  Korun  1978,  .700  Silver  (33mm),  600th  Anniv.  Death  of 

King  Karel  IV 

EGYPT 

(Note:  Because  of  the  plethora  of  new  commemorative  issues, 

all  newly  issued  numbers  are  subject  to  change.  Details  will 
follow  when  full  information  becomes  available.) 

GERMANY,  FEDERAL  REPUBLIC 

*Y146  5 DM  1978,  .625  Silver  (29mm),  225th  Anniv.  Death  of  Balthasar 

Neumann 

INDIA 

Y115  5 Paise  1978,  Aluminum  (Square  Planchet)  (22mm) 

Y116  10  Paise  1978,  Aluminum  (Scalloped  Planchet)  (26mra) 

*Y117  10  Rupees  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (39mm) 

*Y118  50  Rupees  1978,  .500  Silver  (44mm) 

(Y115-118:  Seventh  F.A.O.  Coinage) 

INDONESIA 

Y25  100  Rupiah  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (28.5mm),  Third  F.A.O.  Coinage 

ISLE  OF  MAN 

Y28  1 Crown  1979,  Cupro-Nickel  (38 . 6mm) , 300th  Anniv.  Manx  Coinage 

*Y28a  1 Crown  1979,  .925  Silver  (38.6mm),  300th  Anniv.  Manx  Coinage 

MALDIVES 

Y15  5 Rufiyaa  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (35.6mm),  2nd  F.A.O.  Coinage 

*Y16  25  Rufiyaa  1978,  .500  Silver  (40mm),  2nd  F.A.O.  Coinage 

OMAN 

Y9  1/2  Rial  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (30mm,  7-sided  planchet),  F.A.O. 
*Y10  1 Rial  1978,  .500  Silver  (33mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

PANAMA 

*Y54  75  Balboas  1978,  .500  Gold  (29mm),  75th  Anniv.  of  Independence 

*Y55  100  Balboas  1978,  .900  Gold  (26mm),  Dove  Orchid  Design 

*Y56  500  Balboas  1978,  .900  Gold  (45mm),  30th  Anniv.  of  0.  A.  S. 

(Note:  Due  to  the  appearance  of  the  new  75  Balboas,  the 

100  & 500  Balboas  previously  reported  as  Y54-55  have  to  be 
renumbered  as  Y55-56.) 

PHILIPPINES 

*Y70  25  Piso  1978,  .500  Silver  (38mm),  Centennial  Birth  of  Quezon 

*Y71  50  Piso  1978,  .925  Silver  (40mm),  Centennial  Birth  of  Quezon 

POLAND 

*Y94  100  Zlotych  1978,  .625  Silver  (32mm),  Janusz  Korczak 

Y95  20  Zlotych  1978,  Cupro-Nickel,  Maria  Konopicka 

SAN  MARINO 

Y73  100  Lire  1978,  Chrome  Steel  (27.8mm),  Fifth  F.A.O.  Coinage 

SOLOMON  ISLANDS 

*Y9  5 Dollars  1978,  .925  Silver  (37.8mm),  25th  Anniv.  of  Coronation 

SRI  LANKA 

Y2  2 Cents  1975,  Nickel-Brass 

Y5  25  Cents  1975,  Cupro-Nickel 

Y10  1 Rupee  1978,  Cupro-Nickel,  Inauguration  of  President 

(Continued  on  page  370) 
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Decolonization  of 
the  British  Empire 

-1945  to  date. 

by  Reinier  van  der  Neut  and  Peter  Kranevetd 


(Ed.:  This  article  is  based  on  an  article  by  the  same  authors  in 

De  Verzamelaar , April  1976.) 


In  the  last  few  decades  Great  Britain's  position  in  the  world  has 
thoroughly  changed.  The  change  can  be  seen  in  the  coin  series  of 
British  Commonwealth  countries.  Exchange  rates  that  were  once  fixed 
floated  apart,  new  denominations  came  into  use  and  the  portrait  of 
the  British  sovereign  often  disappeared,  replaced  sometimes  by  a 
coat  of  arms,  sometimes  by  a president  or  some  other  symbol  of  nation- 
al unity.  The  object  of  this  article  is  to  explore  some  of  the  polit- 
ical and  numismatic  developments  in  the  Commonwealth  countries  that 
took  place  since  the  Second  World  War,  disregarding  most  commemoratives 

In  1945  George  VI  was  King  of  Great 
Britain.  His  portrait  (unchanged  since 
1936)  and  his  titles  BRITANIARUM  OMNIA 
REX  FIDES  DEFENSOR  INDIARUM  IMPERATOR 
(King  of  Britain  and  its  overseas  terri- 
tories, Defender  of  the  faith,  Emperor 
of  India)  appeared  on  all  British  and 
many  colonial  coins  of  the  dominions 
(this  term  will  be  explained  under  Aus- 
tralia). He  was  popular  for  his  politic- 
ally reconciliating  attitudes.  In  1948 
the  title  IND1ARUM  IMPERATOR  (Emperor  of 
India)  was  dropped  from  all  coinage  ex- 
cept in  Canada,  where  some  1948  coinage 
was  struck  with  old  dies  dated  1947  and 
a maple  leaf  added  (see  illustrations  on  following  page).  On  regular 
1948  coinage  the  proper  change  in  titles  was  made.  At  the  King's 
death  in  1952  he  was  succeeded  by  his  oldest  daughter,  Elizabeth  II. 

She  began  her  reign  by  touring  the  Commonwealth  countries.  The  word 
OMNIA  was  scrapped  from  the  coinage.  In  her  reign  many  colonial 
coins  got  an  English  instead  of  a Latin  text.  This  was  a much  delayed 
change  that  most  European  countries  had  made  during  or  just  after  the 


and  all  pseudo  coins. 


Great  Britain 
5 Pounds  (Y103) 
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Canadian  Coins 

with  1947  date  and  maple  leaf. 


Great  Brvtaxn 
Crown  1951  (Y114 
IND.  IMP.  removed 
from  legend. 


New  English  Legend 
Hong  Kong  (YZO) 


Great  Britain 
Crown , 1960  (Y136) 

OMN.  removed  from  legend. 


French  Revolution.  Decolonization  soon  reached  a high  level,  especi- 
ally in  Africa,  from  where  the  British  pulled  out  almost  completely 
between  1960  and  1965.  Nowadays  the  process  is  almost  finished. 
Britain  has  only  14  colonies  left.  Hong  Kong  is  the  largest.  The 
other  areas  all  have  less  than  160,000  and  together  around  550,000 
inhabitants . 


Europe 

In  the  homeland  the  most  important  change  was  the  introduction  of  the 
decimal  system  in  1971.  Before  that  date  many  Commonwealth  countries 
had  already  decimalized  their  currency.  Scotland,  since  1707  part  of 
Great  Britain,  does  not  have  its  own  money,  like  Northern  Ireland,  an 
integral  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  since  1922.  Although  Ireland  is 
not  a member  of  the  Commonwealth,  it  closely  followed  Britain's 


Decimal  Issues: 


Ireland  50  Pence  1970  Isle  of  Man  50  New  Pence  1971 
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Guernsey  50  New  Pence  1969 


Jersey  50  New  Pence  1969 


decimalization  scheme.  The  Isle  of  Man,  Guernsey  and  Jersey  also 
decimalized  on  the  same  date. 

Gibraltar  was  taken  by  a combined  English/Dutch  expedition  in  the 
Spanish  War  of  Succession . British  money  circulates  in  the  colony, 
whose  population  decided  in  1967  by  referendum  to  remain  a colony 
rather  than  be  returned  to  Spain. 

Malta  was  a British  naval  base.  The  changing  military  situation  made 
it  less  important  but  the  population  feared  that  British  withdrawal 
would  be  dissastrous  for  their  economy.  Only  after  long  negotiations 
could  the  island  become  independent.  Now  it  depends  economically  on 
Italy  while  trying  to  remain  politically  independent  by  seeking  a 
balance  between  North  African  and  Italian  influence. 

Cyprus  was  and  is  divided  by  the  opposite  interests  of  the  Greek  and 
the  Turkish  part  of  the  nation.  The  Greeks  try  - since  1931  by 
violence  - to  join  Greece,  which  could  destroy  Turkish  political  in- 
fluence. The  problem  caused  several  civil  wars  and  a Turkish  in- 
vasion. In  1959  the  island  gained  independence. 

In  1945  Guernsey,  Jersey  and  Cyprus  had  its  own  coinage.  The  cur- 
rency systems  on  the  Channel  Islands  came  about  when  French  money  was 
replaced  by  English  coin.  On  Guernsey  the  "double  tournois"  equaled 


Guernsey,  4 Doubles,  1889  (Y3) 


Jersey,  1/26  Shilling  (Y2) 


1/8  of  a penny.  On  Jersey  a shilling 
was  valued  at  26  sous.  Coins  of  l/13th 
(after  1877  l/12th)  of  a shilling  had 
the  diameter  of  a penny.  On  Cyprus  the 
replacement  of  Turkish  money  established 
a system  in  which  a shilling  was  9 
piastres . 


rer 
a s 


Cyprus , 9 Piastres 
1940  (Y29) 


On  British  coins  the  king  is  uncrowned 
and  the  legends  are  in  Latin.  Jersey 
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Crowned  Portrait 
Cyprus  Obverse 


Guernsey  Coat  of  Arms 


and  Cyprus  coin  have  a crowned  portrait,  also  with  Latin  legends. 
Guernsey  coinage  traditionally  carry  a coat  of  arms  instead  of  a bust. 

As  mentioned  above,  the  British  time  table  for  decimalization  was 
taken  over  byother  European  Commonwealth  countries.  After  February 
1,  1971  a pound  was  100  New  Pence,  making  a shilling  5 Pence.  With 
the  introduction  of  the  new  bust  of  Queen  Elizabeth  II  by  Arnold 
Machin  the  English  and  the  Scottish  shilling  disappeared.  Although 
the  Scottish  shilling  v;as  at  the  time  of  introduction  more  a tribute 
to  the  Queen  than  the  Scottish,  the  5 New  Pence  nowT  has  the  Scottish 


5 New  Pence 
Great  Britain 


10  New  Pence 
Great  Britain 


thistle  while  the  10  New  Pence  shows  the  English  lion.  Legends  are 
still  in  Latin.  The  Channel  Islands  and  Isle  of  Main  coinages  have 
different  reverses  and  Guernsey  retained  the  arms  obverse.  In  1976 

the  Isle  of  Man  dropped  the  word  "New" 
on  its  coins.  Britain  and  the  Channel 
Islands  followed  with  a series  dated 
1977  . 


After  the  independence  Cyprus  and  Malta 
issued  their  own  coins.  Cyprus  deci- 
malized in  1955,  making  1 Pound  equal 
to  1000  mils,  a popular  system  in  the 
near  east  and  northeast  Africa.  Legends 
are  in  Greek  and  Turkish.  Malta's  coins 
bear  resemblance  to  Britain's  but  some 
very  low  denominations  are  issued.  In 
1975  the  old  arms  with  the  George  Cross  is  replaced  by  a new  one. 
(Illustrations  of  Cyprus  and  Malta  on  the  following  page.) 


Isle  of  Man 
10  Pence  (Y19) 


As  we  have  seen  Britian  still  fully  controls  the  surrounding  islands 
and  Gibralta.  However,  these  areas  are  military,  economically  and 
politically  very  unimportant,  which  is  also  true  for  Malta. 
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Cyprus  100  Mills  (Y45) 

This  country  and  Cyprus  have  turned 
pendence . 


Malta  10  Cents  (Yll) 
away  from  the  Pound  after  inde- 


Af rica 


a)  West  Africa 


West  Africa  was  colonzed  for  trade,  mainly  in  slaves  and  precious 
metals.  Due  to  the  rather  unhealthy  climate,  Europeans  never  went 
deep  inland  and  there  were  never  enough  British  administrators 
making  it  necessary  to  take  up  many  Africans  into  the  colonial 
government.  They  soon  formed  a constructive  opposition,  causing  a 
swift  transition  to  independence. 

The  first  country  to  gain  independence  was  Ghana,  formed  in  1957  by 
merging  Gold  Coast  and  Ashanti.  Nigeria  followed  in  1960.  In  1961 
the  population  of  British  North  Cameroon  (a  former  German  colony) 
voted  to  join  Nigeria.  British  South  Cameroon  linked  up  with  Cameroon 
(a  former  French  colony) . From  1966  Nigeria  was  torn  by  civil  unrest 
ending  in  the  Biafran  war  (1967-70).  Sierra  Leone  gained  independ- 
ence in  1961.  Last  in  line  was  Gambia,  becoming  independent  in  1965. 


British  West  Africa 
Shilling  (Y33) 


In  1951  the  area  used  one  currency: 
the  British  West  Africa  Shilling. 
Coins  were  struck  on  British  stand- 
ard, but  penny,  halfpenny  and  1/10 
penny  denominations  were  holed,  to 
enable  the  natives  to  carry  them  in 
strings  around  their  necks.  The 
busts  are  crowned,  legends  are  in 
Latin.  After  independence  all 
countries  went  their  own  way.  Ghana 
first  issued  coins  in  the  f.s.d. 
system  without  the  portrait  of  the 


Ghana  2 Shillings  (Y6) 


Ghana  Pesewa  (Y13) 
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British  Queen  and  smaller  in  diameter.  In  1965  Ghana  decimalized, 
introducing  the  cedi  = 100  pesewa's,  making  1 penny  equal  to  1 pesewa. 


Nigeria's  first  issue  continued  the  old  system  with  crowned  bust  and 
English  legends.  A decimal  system  was  introduced  only  in  1973  after 


Nigeria,  2 Shillings  (Y6)  Nigeria,  25  Kobo  (Yll) 


termination  of  the  Biafran  War.  The  new  coins  have  a coat  of  arms 
replacing  the  monarch.  The  new  unit  is  the  Naira  (=  10  Shillings) 
which  is  100  Kobos. 


Biafra  issued  three  coins  for  circulation  from  the  £.s.d.  system, 
but  in  different  sizes  and  metal. 


Biafra,  1 & 2-1/2  Shillings  (Y2  & 3)  Cameroon  100  Francs  (Y16) 


In  1975  Cameroon  introduced  a coin  with  the  name  of  the  country  in 
both  French  and  English  spellings. 


Gambia's  first  issue  carries  Machin's  design  on  a shilling/pence 
system  series.  The  set  contains  the  odd  4 and  8 shillings  denomi- 
nations. These  can  be  explained  by  linking  the  North  African  dirham, 
which  is  equal  to  1 ryal,  a coin  originating  in  the  Near  East,  to  the 
Indian  rupee  (1/2  Ryal),  which  was  one-tenth  of  a gold  sovereign, 
making  the  rupee  worth  2 shillings  and  the  dirham  4 shillings.  The 
rupee  of  2 shillings  spread  to  a wide  area,  covering  much  of  the 
Near  East  and  the  East  African  coast.  Gambia's  new  unit,  the  Dalasi 


Ski***  / 


Gambia,  4 Shillings  (Y6) 


Gambia,  Dalasi  (Y13) 
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(=  4 Shillings)  is  subdivided  into  100  bututs.  The  reverses  of  the 
high  denominations  have  been  left  unchanged  after  decimalization, 
but  Elizabeth  II  has  been  replaced  by  Presidene  Jawara. 


Sierra  Leone , SO  Cents  (111)  Sierra  Leone,  10  Cents  (Y4) 

Dr.  Siaka  Stevens  Sir  Milton  Margai 


Sierra  Leone  also  portrays  its  presidents  on  its  coins;  lately  Dr. 
Siaka  Stevens  has  taken  the  place  of  Sir  Milton  Margai.  The  series 
is  based  on  a Leone  of  10  Shillings,  divided  into  100  Cents. 

Despite  the  diverging  developments  we  can  still  find  denominations 
in  all  series  of  the  same  size  and  origin  - the  British  Shilling  and 
Florin:  in  Ghana  10  and  20  Pesewa,  in  Nigeria  10  and  25  (!)  Kobos, 

in  Gambia  25  and  50  Bututs  and  in  Sierra  Leone  10  and  20  Cents. 

Ghana  was  the  only  country  in  this  area  to  conduct  a neutralist 
policy  from  independence  until  the  uprising  that  ousted  N'krumah. 
Afterwards  Ghana  joined  the  pro-British  stance  of  the  others.  Eco- 
nomic ties  with  Britain  were  later  replaced  by  treaties  with  the  EEC. 
The  former  unity  of  coinage  is  still  visible,  but  has  become  insigni- 
ficant . 

b)  East  Africa 


The  situation  in  East  Africa  clearly  differed  from  that  in  West 
Africa.  Before  the  British  took  over  the  area  had  suffered  ages  of 
plundering  and  slave-trading  by  Arabs,  who  introduced  their  own 
currency:  the  Ryal  or  1/2  Rupee.  In  the  whole  area  large  Asian  and 

European  minorities  can  be  found  and  Zanzibar  harbors  a strong  Arab 
minority . 

The  only  country  to  become  independent  without  trouble  was  Tanganyika 
(1961).  Three  years  later  it  merged  with  Zanzibar  to  become  Tanzania. 
This  solution  decreased  tensions  between  Arabs  and  Negros,  that  had 
already  lead  to  one  bloody  revolt. 

Uganda  consisted  of  the  Kingdom  of  Buganda,  Ankole,  Bunyoro  and  Toro. 
The  Bugandians  were  already  on  bad  terms  with  others  since  1920  and 
in  1953  they  even  tried  to  get  separate  independence.  Only  when 
they  started  to  participate  actively  in  a new  government  was  independ- 
ence possible  (1962).  Uganda's  present  leader  "solved"  the  problem 
of  the  Asian  minority  by  simply  kicking  them  out  of  the  country. 

Kenya's  problem  was  a powerful  Asian/European  minority.  The  Kurkuya 
tribe  fought  them  since  1948.  From  1952  to  1960  Kenya  was  in  a state 


354 


of  emergency.  Only  when  the  country  got  a new  constitution  (1960) 
did  the  Mau-Mau  movement  subside  and  in  1963  Kenya  became  independent . 

British  Somaliland  decided  in  1960  to  link  up  with  Somalia  (former 
Italian  Somaliland) . 


The  Seychelles  became  independent  in  1976. 


East  Africa , 1 Shilling  (Y36)  Kenya,  SO  Cents  (Y10) 


East  Africa  also  had  one  currency  originally.  A shilling  of  100 
Cents.  It  had  little  in  common  with  the  British  namesake  and  was  in 
fact  a Rupee  or  Florin  that  was  devalued  in  1921.  The  coins  bear 
crowned  portraits  and  a Latin  text  until  under  Elizabeth  II  when  all 
text  became  English.  After  independence  Kenya,  Somalia,  Tanzania 
and  Uganda  took  over  the  old  East  Africa  system.  Tanzania  changed 
the  names  of  the  denominations  to  Shilingi  and  Senti  and  in  Somalia 


Kenya,  50  Senti  (Y3) 


Somalia,  1 Sc  el  lino  (Y9) 


Uganda,  5 Shillings  (Y8) 


the  old  Shilling  is  called 
Scellino.  The  50  Cent  and  1 
Shilling  pieces  can  be  found 
in  all  series  in  the  same 
size,  but  with  different 
designs.  Uganda  issued  a 
5 Shillings  piece  shaped  like 
the  British  50  New  Pence, 
which  shows  the  roots  of  the 
East  Africa  Shilling:  a 
Florin  (10  New  Pence).  After 
independence  all  new  countries 


dropped  the  portrait  of  the  British  Queen. 


The  series  of  Mauritius  and  the  Seychelles  were  also  based  on  the 
Indian  Rupee,  but  they  did  not  go  along  with  the  devaluation  of  1921 
in  East  Africa  as  can  be  shown  by  the  Mauritius  Rupee  which  is  of  the 
same  size  as  the  British  Florin.  All  coins  have  had  English  language 
texts  and  crowned  portraits  until  the  Seychelles  independence. 
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Machin's  design  was  scarcely 
used  on  the  islands  and  mainly 
for  pseudo-coins. 


Syechelles,  1/2  Rupee  (Y12) 


Mauritius , 1 Rupee  (Yll) 


Britain's  political  influence  in  East  Africa  has  been  greatly  dimin- 
ished. Uganda's  policy  was  pro-Chinese  under  Obote  and  erratic,  but 
largely  pro-Arab  under  Amin.  Mauritius  is  governed  from  London  al- 
though it  became  independent  in  1968.  Keyna  is  the  most  prosperous 
country  and  largely  pro-Western.  The  others  are  nationalist- 
socialist  and  seek  their  inspiration  more  in  the  Eastern  Bloc  coun- 
tries of  Europe.  The  economic  influence  of  the  EEC,  however,  is 
growing  in  this  area. 

c)  Central  and  South  Africa 

South  Africa  was  one  of  the  first  dominions.  In  1961,  after  constant 
criticism  from  the  Commonwealth  on  its  social  policy,  it  left  the 
Commonwealth.  This  led  to  an  early  independence  for  Bechuanaland 
(Botswana)  and  Basutoloand  (Lesotho)  in  1966  and  Swaziland  (Ngwara) 
in  1967.  These  new  countries  then  became  economically  dependent  upon 
South  Africa.  South  West  Africa  (Namibia)  is  a League  of  Nations 
trust  to  South  Africa,  which  treated  the  territory  as  a province 
until  recently.  South  African  money  is  in  circulation  there. 

Around  1945  British  Central  African  consisted  of  the  protectorate 
of  Nyasaland,  Northern  Rhodesia  and  Southern  Rhodesia  (for  Cecil 
Rhodes,  founder  of  the  De  Beers  diamond  company  and  conquerer  of 
Bechuanaland,  both  Rhodesias  and  Transvaal).  In  1953  these  protect- 
orates entered  into  a federation,  led  by  Sir  Roy  Welensky,  who  succeed- 
ed in  establishing  a white  government  in  Southern  Rhodesia,  making 
use  of  a fairly  large  white  minority.  In  1963  the  federation,  set 
up  against  the  will  of  the  black  population,  collapsed.  Southern 
Rhodesia  unilaterally  declared  itself  independent  in  1965  and  sought 
and  found  support  from  South  Africa.  In  1970  Southern  Rhodesia 
became  Rhodesia  as  Northern  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  had  become  inde- 
pendent in  1974  under  the  names  of  Zambia  and  Malawi.  St.  Helena 
still  is  a crown  colony  with  British  money  in  circulation. 

In  South  Africa  coinage  was  closely  resembling  that  of  British  design, 
complete  with  a bare  head  king  and  texts  in  Latin.  Strikingly,  silver 
was  used  for  coins  until  1965  while  Britian  had  already  changed  to 
copper-nickel  in  1947!  After  severing  the  ties  with  the  Commonwealth 
a new  monetary  system  was  introduced  based  on  a Rand  of  100  Cents. 
Elizabeth's  face  is  replaced  by  that  of  Van  Rlebeeck,  an  early  Dutch 
colonizer,  but  the  high  values  (3d/2-l/2c  and  up)  remain  unchanged 
on  the  reverse.  In  1965  the  system  is  altered  completely  with  the 
simultaneous  introduction  of  new  shapes,  designs  and  metals  for  all 


coins . 
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South  Africa _,  1 Pound  (Y58) 


South  Africa , 1 $ (Y72 


British  Central  Africa  used  the  £.s.d.  system.  The  penny  has  a diam- 
eter of  only  26mm  instead  of  the  standard  British  measure  of  31mm, 

which  certainly  reflects  its 
purchasing  power  much  better. 
George  VI  is  always  shown 
crowned,  but  Elizabeth  is  bare- 
headed. Coins  always  have 
English  texts.  After  the 
dissolution  of  the  federation 
Rhodesia,  Malawi  and  Zambia 
kept  using  the  f.s.d.  system. 
The  native  fauna  is  a great 
source  of  inspiration  for  coin 


Southern  Rhodesia , 1 Fenny  (Yll) 


Southern  Rhodesia , 2 Shillings 
(Y20) 


Southern  Rhodesia , Half  Crown 
(Y38) 


designs  but  on  the  obverse  only  Rhodesia  continues  the  use  of  the 
portrait  of  Elizabeth  II  (Machin's).  Around  1970  these  areas  change 
over  to  a decimal  system  like  the  one  in  South  Africa:  10  Shillings 

is  one  new  unit.  In  Rhodesia  we  find  a Dollar  of  100  Cents,  but 
from  1964  double-denomination  (shillings  and  cents)  coins  are  in  use. 


Rhodesia 
2 Shillings/20  $ 
(Y3) 


Malawi 

10  Tambala  (Y10) 


Zambia 

10  Ngwee  (Y12) 
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In  Malawi  and  Zambia  the  new  unit 
is  a Kwacha,  divided  into  100 
Tambala  and  100  Ngwee  respectively. 
After  decimalization  the  high  de- 
nomination coins  remain  of  the 
same  design.  The  split  between 
Britain  and  Rhodesia  can  also  be 
seen  on  the  coins:  from  1970  a 

new  series  is  built  up  without 

the  British  queen  on  the  obverse. 

The  ties  with  the  British  coin  system  have  been  lost  completely  in 
this  region  when  South  African,  the  country  with  the  strongest  eco- 
nomic influence,  was  thrown  out  of  the  Commonwealth  and  decimalized 
early.  Rhodesia  and  South  Africa  conduct  a religious-racist  policy. 
Zambia  and  Malawi  are  looking  to  Tanzania  and  Kenya  for  political 
inspiration.  The  other  states  are  politically  unimportant. 

Asia 


a)  South  Asia 

The  British  colonies  in  South  Asia  were  the  "pearl  of  the  empire", 
but  a movement  for  independence  gained  momentum  after  the  Second 
World  War.  The  ideas  of  its  most  influential  leader,  Mahatma  Ghandi, 
would  have  a deep  and  lasting  influence  on  people  over  the  world, 
including  such  diverse  personalities  as  Mao  Tse  Tung  and  Martin 
Luther  King.  As  Hindus  and  Moslems  apparently  were  unable  to  live 
in  peace  in  the  same  country  it  was  split  in  1947  into  India  and 
Pakistan.  Tensions  remained,  however,  caused  by  Communist  activity, 
religious  contrasts  and  the  Kashmir  problem.  Thereafter  Ceylon  and 
Burma  also  gained  independence  (1948),  but  Burma,  having  declared 
independence  unilaterally,  was  ungovernable  for  several  years.  The 
Maldives,  long  a penal  colony  for  Indian  political  and  other  prison- 
ers, were  granted  independence  only  in  1965. 


The  area  has  been  in  almost  constant  turmoil.  India  fought  wars 
with  Pakistan  over  Kashmir  and  with  China.  In  Pakistan,  the  elections 
of  1970  brought  great  gains  for  the  Awami  League  which  ultimately  led 
to  a rebellion  in  East  Pakistan,  another  war  with  India  and  the  bloody 
birth  of  Bangladesh.  In  Ceylon  and  India  a period  of  long  and  un- 
contested power  for  one  party  corrupted  its  officials.  In  both 
countries  these  parties  were  toppled  in  recent  elections. 


India 

1 Anna  (Y53b) 


India 

Rupee  (Y60) 


The  British  has  established 
an  Indian  national  currency 
based  on  the  Rupee  of  the 
Moslem  Moghul  that  was  divided 
into  16  Annas,  1 Anna  being  4 
Pice.  The  Hindu  and  local 
systems  disappeared  with  the 
Indian  States  at  independence. 
The  British  Sovereign  could 
be  exchanged  for  10  Rupees  in 
India  and  the  other  way  around 
in  Britain,  thus  giving  India 
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a silver  standard.  This  system  contributed  to  the  financial  exploit- 
ation of  the  country.  The  coins  of  India  and  Ceylon  bear  a crowned 


Ceylon , 5 Cents  (Y35)  Maidive  Islands , 1 Lanin  (Yl) 

portrait  and  English  legends.  The  coinage  of  the  Maidive  Islands 
was  issued  on  the  Sultan's  request.  They  are  of  the  type  of  the 
southern  India  native  states  and  have  neither  a portrait  nor  the  name 
of  the  British  monarch  and  therefore  only  colonial  coinage  by  juris- 
diction . 


Burma  Pakistan  Ceylon 

4 Pe  (Y16)  5 Paisa  (Y20)  5 Cents  (Y45) 


After  independence  the  outward  appearance  of  the  coins  in  this  area 
changed  little.  Burma  had  all  legends  in  the  native  tongue  right 
away.  Its  example  was  followed  in  Pakistan  in  1964  and  in  Ceylon 
in  1962.  Indian  coins  are  still  bi-lingual.  The  change  of  the  name 
of  Ceylon  (Sri  Lanka  since  1972)  is  in  line  with  the  same  trend. 


The  first  country  to  decimalize  was  Ceylon  in  1870.  The  other  coun- 
tries in  the  region  followed  only  after  independence:  Burma  in 

1952,  India  in  1957  and  Pakistan  in  1961.  The  Rupee  was  kept  as  the 
main  unit  in  all  countries.  Since  1960  the  Maidive  Islands'  money 
is  kept  equal  in  execution  to  that  of  Ceylon.  The  coins  of  Bangladesh 
closely  resemble  those  of  Pakistan  except  of  course  for  the  design. 


Bangladesh,  Poisha  (YA1) 


Until  the  60 's  all  Rupees  had  the 
same  value  but  since  then  their 
rates  have  diverged  considerably 
and  the  series  have  grown  apart. 
The  most  important  resemblance  is 
the  heavy  reliance  on  scalloped 
and  square  planchets  which  was  a 
feature  of  many  British  Indian  and 
earlier  coins. 


After  independence  Burma  and , to  a lesser  degree,  Indian  and  Pakistan 
have  broken  economic  and  political  ties  with  Britain,  to  a large  ex- 
tent in  favor  of  the  United  States.  Although  the  Rupee  was  kept  as 
unit  in  all  countries,  it  has  lost  value  fast  and  irregularly  through 
wars  and  domestic  troubles.  Thus,  there  is  very  little  left  of  the 
unity  of  coinage  that  existed  in  this  area  only  such  a short  time  ago 
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b)  South-East  Asia 


The  people  of  Malaya  were  fast  to  take  over  governmental  duties  from 
the  British  after  the  Second  World  War,  making  it  possible  to  gain 
independence  in  1957.  In  1960  Malaysia,  a federation  of  Malaya, 
Singapore,  Sabah  (before  1960  this  area  was  called  British  North 
Borneo) , Sarawak  and  Brunei,  was  suggested  to  resolve  the  growing 
problems  in  all  these  areas  between  the  Malays  and  the  Chinese. 
Brunei,  harbouring  relatively  little  Chinese,  dropped  out  in  1963 
and  placed  itself  under  British  protection.  Singapore  also  declined 
the  honor  but  the  other  areas  indeed  formed  a new  state  that  proved 
to  be  viable  not  withstanding  claims  of  Indonesian  President  Sukarno 
on  Sabah  and  Sarawak.  In  1966  Indonesia  and  Malaysia  settled  the 
matter . 


The  monetary  system  in  South-East  Asia  was  based  on  the  mostly  Mexican 
struck  Spanish  America  pillar-dollar . The  coins  of  South-East  Asia 
showed  the  King  crowned  and  an  English  legend . Hong  Kong  coinage 


Hong  Kong,  50  Cents  (Y29) 


Hong  Kong,  2 Dollars  (Y53) 


remained  largely  unchanged  since  1945,  except  for  three  new  denomin- 
ations, issued  after  1974  with  Machin's  design.  The  coins  of  Malaysia 
are  equal  to  those  of  Malaya  except  in  design.  Brunei  and  Singapore 


Malaya  & Br.  Borneo , 1 Cent  (YA1)  Malaysia,  1 Sen  (Yl) 


Brunei,  50  Sen  (Yll) 


Singapore,  50  Cents  (Y5) 


followed  their  big  neighbor's  example,  though  Singapore  used  cent 
instead  of  sen.  Exchange  rates  are  close  together,  except  for  the 
Hong  Kong  Dollar,  worth  about  50  Malaysian  Sens.  Hong  Kong's  money 
also  circulates  in  Macao,  which  has  adapted  its  coins  to  that  of 
Hong  Kong. 
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The  South-East  Asiatic  countries  have  become  very  close  numismatically 
speaking.  Hong  Kong  has  a special  status.  It  is  China’s  "window  to 
the  West",  like  Macao.  Of  around  4.75  million  people  living  in  Brit- 
ish crown  colonies  around  4.25  million  (90%)  live  in  Hong  Kong.  The 
other  countries  depend  on  Malaysia  to  a significant  degree,  which  is 
clearly  shown  by  the  resemblance  of  their  coinage  to  that  of  Malaysia. 


Australia  and  New  Zealand  were  among  the  first  dominions.  Originally, 
a dominion  was  little  more  than  a self-governing  colony  of  the  British 
crown,  hardly  able  to  act  externally,  but  on  equal  footing  with  the 
home  country.  In  time,  many  restrictions  were  dropped.  After  the 
First  World  War  a dominion  was  a sovereign  state,  loyal  to  the  British 
crown.  After  the  Second  World  War,  when  many  states  were  gaining  in- 
dependence, the  term  dominion  was  replaced  by  "member  of  the  Common- 
wealth". A member  is  now  not  necessary  a kingdom,  but  if  it  is,  the 
King  does  not  have  to  be  the  British  sovereign.  Little  more  than  a 
spirit  of  allegiance  to  each  other  is  asked  of  the  member  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

The  Christmas  Islands,  Cocos  Islands  and  Norfolk  Islands  are  governed 
by  Australia,  as  was  the  case  of  Papua  and  New  Guinea,  independent 
since  1973  as  Papua  New  Guinea.  The  Cook  Islands  are  ruled  by  New 
Zealand.  Western  Samoa  is  a United  Nations  trust  territory  to  New 
Zealand.  Tonga  has  placed  itself  under  British  protection.  Fiji  is 
also  independent  but  - like  the  others  - economically  dependent  on 
Australia.  There  are  some  crown  colonies  left  in  Oceania:  the  Solo- 

mon Islands,  Gilbert  Islands  and  the  New  Hebrides.  The  last  archi- 
pelago is  administered  together  with  France,  leading  to  a French 
colonial  coinage  and  the  many  petty  conflicts  one  would  expect  of 
such  an  arrangement.  Ellice  Islands,  independent  in  1975,  became  Tuvalu. 

The  coinage  of  Australia,  New  Zealand  and  Fiji  was  closely  patterned 
to  the  British  system,  but  as  the  natives  of  Fiji  did  not  like  the 
dark  metal  British  pennies  and  half  pennies,  they  were  struck  for 
them  in  copper-nickel  with  a central  hole  and  in  smaller  sizes. 


There  are  some  remarkable  dif ferences between  the  coin  series.  Aus- 
tralia used  an  uncrowned  portrait  and  Latin  legends,  New  Zealand 
also  showed  bare-headed  sovereigns  but  used  English  texts  while 
Fiji  coins  always  showed  the  monarch  crowned  surrounded  by  an  English 
text.  Only  New  Zealand  issued  a half  crown.  On  top  of  that  the  high 
denominations  were  issued  in  silver  in  Australia  until  1964  (only  in 
1966  did  silver  disappear  completely  from  Australian  coinage)  while 


Australia  and  Oceania 


Fiji,  1 Penny  (Y8) 


Australia  New  Zealand 

Florin  (Y40)  Florin  (Y33) 
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both  other  countries  stopped  issuing  silver  coins  in  1947,  following 
the  British  example,  even  while  the  Australian  pound  had  the  lowest 
exchange  rate  of  the  four. 


Decimalization  brought  a high  degree  of  uniformity,  despite  diverg- 
encies in  exchange  rates.  The  new  coinage  was  based  on  a Dollar 
(=  10  Shillings)  of  100  Cents.  This  choice  shows  the  influence  of 
the  United  States  of  America.  The  obverses  have  Machin's  portrait 


Australia , 10  Cents  (Y44) 


New  Zealand  10  Cents /Shilling  ( Y39 ) 


and  the  reverses  were  redesigned  completely.  One  New  Zealand  coin 
for  some  years  kept  the  double  denomination  10  Cents/One  Shilling. 


Series  of  coins  of  the  same  denominations  and  sizes  - apart  from  a 
few  high  values  - were  issued  by  the  Cook  Islands,  Papua  New  Guinea, 
Tonga,  Tuvalu  and  Western  Samoa,  but  only  the  Cook  Islands  and 
Tuvalu  have  coins  that  still  show  Elizabeth  II 's  portrait. 


10  Toea  (Y4) 


Tonga,  10  Seniti  (Y21) 


Tuvalu,  20  Cents  (Y5) 


Western  Samoa,  10  Sene  (Y16) 


Australia  is  the  leading  economic 
power  in  the  South  Pacific.  When 
this  country  decided  in  1967  not 
to  wait  for  the  home  country,  but 
to  decimalize  early,  this  was  a 
choice  in  favor  of  the  United  States 
of  American  and  against  Great 
Britain. 


North  America 


After  the  loss  of  the  American  plantations,  Canada,  one  of  the  first 
dominions,  was  the  only  important  country  in  this  part  of  the  world 
under  British  influence.  This  country,  however,  needed  to  adapt  it- 
self to  the  United  States,  rather 
than  British  policy.  The  other 
countries  in  the  region  are  also 
economically  dependent  on  the  United 
States.  The  Bahamas  gained  inde- 
pendence in  1973  after  having 
changed  it  name  for  no  apparent 
reason  to  "Commonwealth  of  the 
Bahama  Islands.  Bermuda  is  still 


Canada 
Cent  (Y55) 


United  States 
1 Cent  (YSb) 


a crown  colony. 


Numismatically , the  region  is  also  dominated  by  the  United  States. 

The  Canadian  Dollar  shows  a long  term  tendency  of  being  equal  in 
value  to  the  U.S.  Dollar.  The  Canadian  Dollar  was  made  equal  to  5 
British  Shillings  at  its  introduction  while  French  money  was  con- 
verted at  the  rate  of  2 Sous  = 1 Penny  (compare  Jersey!).  Until 
1965  coin  portraits  are  uncrowned,  afterwards  Machin's  portrait  is 
used.  Texts  are  in  Latin.  On  the  islands  U.S.  and  British  money 
was  used  around  1945.  Their  own  coinage  designs  are  solidly 
adapted  to  the  rather  old  fashioned  demands  of  the  U.S.  coin  collectors 
market.  Both  series  contain  coins  similar  in  metal  and  sizes  to  U.S. 


Bermuda,  25  Cents  (Y6) 


Bahamas,  25  Cents  (Y57) 


denominations.  Bermuda  uses  Machin's  portrait,  the  Bahamas  the  state 
coat  of  arms. 


In  North  American  there  are  none  of  the  old  ties  in  the  British  coins 
left  due  to  U.S.  economic  domination  of  the  region,  except  the  use 
of  Machin's  portrait  by  Canada  and  Bermuda. 

South  America 


The  first  area  to  have  British  colonial  interest  was  the  Caribbean, 
a center  of  sugar  - and  slave  trade  until  slavery  was  abolished  in 
1834,  leading  to  mass  emigration  of  cheap  Indian  labor  to  the  continent. 

Jamaica  was  the  first  country  to  become  independent  in  1957.  The 
British  tried  to  group  the  smaller  islands  in  one  state  before  grant- 
ing them  independence.  In  1958  they  established  a federation.  Its 
money  appeared  even  before  the  treaty  is  concluded:  the  coins  of 

the  British  Caribbean  Territories,  Eastern  Group.  The  last  two  words 
were  added  because  British  Honduras  did  not  join  the  federation.  The 
British  Virgin  Islands  were  also  missing.  In  1961  Jamaica  left  the 
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West  Indies  Federation,  causing  it  to  fall  apart  a few  months  later, 
in  1966  and  1967  the  "East  Caribbean  Territories"  were  granted  inde- 
pendence but  stuck  together  even  though  one  of  the  islands,  Montserrat, 
chose  to  remain  a colony.  A separatist  movement  on  Anguilla  was 
stamped  out  by  force. 

British  Guyana  could  only  become  independent  after  the  problems  of 
the  relations  between  the  Negroes  and  Indians  was  solved.  After  two 
mini-civil  wars  and  three  governments  Guyana  was  ready  for  and  got 
independence  (1966)  . British  Honduras  is  governed  by  the  Anti-British 
People's  United  Party  since  1954.  This  party  changed  the  name  of  the 
country  to  Belize  in  1973.  Although  the  country  is  fully  self  govern- 
ing, it  is  impossible  for  it  to  get  full  independence  as  British 
military  presence  is  the  only  thing  preventing  Guatemala  from  invading 
Belize.  Colonies  in  this  region  are  Montserrat,  the  Falkland  Islands, 
British  Virgin  Islands,  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands  and  Cayman  Islands. 

Around  1945  countries  of  this  region  used  mainly  British  money. 

British  Honduras  had  its  own  coinage.  The  unit  is  the  Dollar,  equal 
to  5 Shillings  (so  £1  is  4 British  Honduras  Dollars).  Jamaica  used 


British  Honduras , 1 Cent  (116) 


Jamaica , Half  Fenny  (127) 


coins  of  the  E.s.d.  standard  but  here  also  light  metal  pennies  and 
half-pennies  were  used  to  please  the  natives  (compare  Fiji).  Both 
countries  used  a crowned  portrait  on  their  coins.  Legends  were  in 
English . 

The  coins  of  the  British  Caribbean  Territories,  Eastern  Group,  are 
also  in  Cents  of  a Dollar,  but  this  Dollar  is  not  equal  to  the  British 
Honduras  Dollar.  A pound  is  4.8  Dollars  BCTEG  (so  1 Dollar  = 50  d . = 
4s.  2d.).  The  small  denominations,  2 Cents,  1 Cent  and  1/2  Cent  are 


BCTEG , 1/2  Cent  (11)  BCTEG , 5 Cents  (14) 


much  like  the  British  penny,  halfpenny  and  farthing.  The  coins  have 
a crowned  portrait  and  English  legends. 

After  the  federation  failed  some  of  the  Lesser  Antilles  formed  the 
East  Caribbean  Currency  Authority  on  British  instigation.  All  the 
ECCA  has  been  able  to  do  was  issue  a few  F.A.O.  4 Dollar  pieces  (8 
different  pieces  for  8 islands  or  groups  of  islands).  Barbados  left 
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ECCA,  Dominica , 4 Dollars  (Y4) 

the  union  in  1973  and  issued  a series  of  its  own.  Such  series  had 
already  been  struck  for  Trinidad  & Tobago  (from  1966)  and  Guyana 


Barbados , One  Dollar  (Y5) 


Trinidad  & Tobago,  5 Cents  (Y2)  Guyana , 25  Cents  (Y4) 


(from  1967).  Jamaica  decimalized  in  1969,  making  a new  Dollar  equal 
to  10  old  Shillings,  at  the  same  time  abolishing  the  use  of  the  Queen's 
portrait.  Belize  still  uses  the  old  crowned  portrait  coins.  The 


Jamaica , 20  Cents  (Y32)  Belize,  50  Cents  (Y5) 


status  of  the  series  with  the  coat  of  arras  is  unclear  (illustrated 
following  page).  The  remaining  colonies,  except  Montserrat,  use 
Machin's  portrait.  The  Falkland  Islands  coinage  closely  resemble 
British  coins,  other  series  are  in  Dollars. 


The  two  largest  states,  Belize  and  Guyana  have  floated  apart  after 
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i 

Belize , 50  Cents  (Y10) 


Falkland  Islands,  10  Pence  (Y3)  Cayman  Islands,  25  Cents  (Y4) 


the  failure  of  the  federation.  The  Belize  and  Barbados  Dollars  are 
now  worth  around  50  Cents  U.S.,  while  the  Guyana  and  ECCA  Dollars' 
exchange  rates  are  around  40  Cents  U.S.  Jamaica  and  its  surrounding 
islands  use  a Dollar  about  equal  in  value  to  the  U.S.  Dollar.  All 
states  are  political  featherweights,  economically  dependent  on  the 
first  British  colony  to  become  independent:  the  United  States. 


Conclusion 


Around  30  years  ago  this  article  could  have  been  much  shorter.  The 
monetary  system  in  South-East  Asia  was  based  on  the  Mexical  pillar- 
dollar,  that  in  East  Africa  and  South  Asia  on  the  Rupee  and  in  all 
other  areas  on  the  Pound  or  the  Shilling,  although  the  U.S.  Dollar 
had  already  gained  much  influence  in  the  colonies  in  the  Americas. 
Decolonization  put  an  end  to  this  unity  of  coinage.  Indeed,  an  end 
was  made  to  the  use  of  different  portraits  and  languages  as  Machin's 
design  is  the  only  one  in  use  now  (except  Belize)  but  few  countries 
still  base  their  money  on  Britain's  coins. 


We  have  encountered  some  causes:  the  Pound's  weakness  and  the  de- 

cline of  Britain's  economic  and  political  power.  The  Karolingian 
£.s.d.  system,  discarded  only  in  1971, and  the  rise  of  new  economic 
powers.  Political  and  economic  independence  appeared  to  be  quite 
separate  things  as  many  newly  independent  countries  were  drawn  into 
the  sphere  of  influence  of  new  economic  centers  of  activity.  Even 
some  colonies  do  not  use  British  money  any  longer.  In  this  article 
we  have  noted  that  South  Africa,  Malaysia,  Australia  and  the  United 
States  were  among  those  new  economic  centers.  Even  so,  in  many 
cases  it  was  still  possible  to  show  the  ties  between  current  and 
old  coinage.  We  hope  we  have  thus  clarified  the  character  of  these 
coins . 


(Ed. : If  you  missed  some  recent  Commonwealth  countries  which  are  now 

independent  in  reading  this  article,  keep  in  mind  that  the  article 
was  originally  published  in  April  1976  and  then  updated  in  early 


1978.) 
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“The  Old  Man  on  the  Rhine 


on  German  Notgeld 


by  Wm.  A.  Haskell } Modautal, 


Klein  Biberau 3 


German , HI  mil  5 


Konrad  Adenaur  (1876-1967),  first  post-war  Chancellor  of  West  Germany 
(1949-63),  is  very  well-known.  His  likeness  appears  on  a 2 Mark  West 
German  coin  (YA-117)  in  copper-clad  nickel,  issued  from  1969  to  1975. 
What  is  less  well-known  is  the  fact  that  he  also  appears  on  German 
notgeld  in  the  form  of  his  firm  and  very  distinctive  signature! 

Dr.  Adenaur 's  political  career  really  began  in  1917,  during  World 
War  I,  when  at  the  age  of  41  he  became  the  Oberburgermeister  (Lord 
Mayor)  of  Koln  (Cologne)  on  the  Rhine.  He  was  born  in  that  city  on 
January  5,  1876  (he  would  have  been  100  years  old  last  year)  and  ob- 
tained a degree  in  law.  He  then  became  a clerk  in  the  rathaus  (city 
hall)  and  later  the  Lord  Mayor,  a post  he  held  for  sixteen  years  or 
until  that  ominous  year  of  1933  when  the  Nazis  came  to  power. 


Thus  during  his  tenure  as  Lord  Mayor  of  Cologne  he  presided  over  the 
period  of  astronomical  inflation  that  swept  Germany  and  Austria  from 
1919  through  1923.  The  city  was  obliged  to  issue  notgeld  along  with 
all  other  cities,  towns,  and  industries  during  the  post-war  period. 
In  his  capacity  of  Oberbergermeister  Dr.  Adenaur's  signature  appears 
on  the  notes  issued  from  1917  through  1923. 


10  Pfennig , 
City  of  Koln , 
1917. 


367 


Gui«th«  o «H«r 

PFENNIG  ?r, 

* $ v*  *♦  Tf  * 


»WiH|i* 

*“f’*k*M  <**  «♦  «*w  ****^«*  Kami  * Wuh 
* *****  *«<*•  ‘‘"-S***  «*«•  *«>*»  M«)>  „ (.. 

****  ft*"  «•'»•■*  I>f»  «>»*<[  ><*»»4»  K4»»  »«*«  « ,, 

•* .«»:  •*«  x 

E3Z2EEK3-X9Z] 


4 


~4a« 


10  Pfennig , City  o_f  Koln,  1921,  Obverse 


10  Pfennig , City  of  Koln,  1921 , Reverse 
(Enlarged  photo) 
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100  Mark,  1922,  Reverse  (Reduced  Size) 


500,000  Mark,  1925,  Obverse  (Reduced  Size) 


500,000  Mark,  1923,  Reverse  (Reduced  Size) 
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He  lost  his  post  in  1933  due  to  his  high  position  in  the  old  "Zentrum" 
(Catholic)  political  party  and  his  opposition  to  the  Nazis.  He  was 
later  arrested  twice  by  the  Gestapo  on  suspicion. 

In  1945,  when  the  Americans  captured  Koln  they  desperately  needed 
German  administrators  "untainted"  by  Nazism,  and  Adenaur  was  the 
perfect  choice.  He  was  then  sixty-nine,  but  was  called  out  of  retire- 
ment and  re-instated  in  his  old  post  as  Lord  Mayor  of  the  city. 

Later  the  city  was  assigned  to  the  British  Occupation  Zone  and  he  was 
"fired"  for  "incompetence",  mainly  because  he  was  too  authoritarian 
for  British  tastes!  He  then  went  into  national  politics,  founded  and 
built  up  the  Central  Democratic  Party,  going  on  to  become  the  first 
Chancellor  in  1949,  in  a coalition  government.  His  greatest  accomp- 
lishments followed,  transforming  Germany  from  a broken  wreck,  a 
complete  shambles,  into  the  most  powerful,  prosperous  and  confident 
nation  in  Europe. 

******************************************************************** 

NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS  (Continued  from  page  247): 

TONGA 

Y42  1 Pa'anga  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (rectangular  planchet  47  x 27mm) 

*Y42a  1 Pa'anga  1978,  Silver  (rectangular  planchet  47  x 27mm) 

Y43  2 Pa'anga  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (45mm) 

*Y43a  2 Pa'anga  1978,  Silver  (45mm) 

(Y42,42a,43,43a:  King's  60th  Birthday  and  3rd  F.A.O.  Coinage) 

TURKS  AND  CAICOS  ISLANDS 

*Y23  20  Crowns  1978,  .925  Silver  (45mm),  XI  Commonwealth  Games 

*Y24  100  Crowns  1978,  .500  Gold  (33m),  XI  Commonwealth  Games 

VATICAN  CITY 

*Y133  500  Lire  1978,  Silver,  Sede  Vacante 

WESTERN  SAMOA 

Y30  1 Tala  1978,  Cupro-Nickel  (38.6mm),  XI  Commonwealth  Games 

*Y30a  1 Tala  1978,  .925  Silver  (38.6mm),  XI  Commonwealth  Games 

*Y31  100  Tala  1978,  .9167  Gold  (28.5mm),  XI  Commonwealth  Games 

*********************************************************************** 


IDENTIFICATION,  Please ? 

POW  Notes  in  December,  1977  ID,  Please  identified 

The  two  POW  notes  published  in  ID,  Please  (Dec.  1977,  pp396)  have  been 
identified  by  Mr.  Viktor  G.  Chetverikov  of  Dnepropetrovsk,  USSR.  They 
are  notes  from  German  prisoner  of  war  camps  in  Russia  from  the  First 
World  War.  The  notes  are  listed  in  the  Kardakoff  catalog,  Section 
XIII,  page  261,  under  "BATAREJNAJA"  - 1919  5a0  second  issue,  and 
"KANSK"  - 1919  .8,  1 Ruble. 

Austrian  Note  in  February , 1978  IP3  Please  identified 

The  perforation  PONI^TENO  on  the  100  Kronen  (Pick  55)  note  published 
in  the  Feb.  1978  ID,  Please  has  been  identified  by  Neil  McCormick  of 
Bangor,  County  Down,  North  Ireland  (an  expert  on  Yugoslavia  and  Austro- 
Hungarian  overprinted  notes)  as  meaning  "CANCELLED".  The  perforation 
in  this  case  is  a Croat  word. 
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ANTIQUITIES  LAW 

by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Weeping  Water,  Nebraska,  NI  #LM12 

I have  had  occasion  to  comment  on  this  (NIB,  Apr.  1978,  ppl33-135) 
and  in  case  some  of  our  readers  missed  or  did  not  see  the  notation  in 
the  September  issue  of  THE  NUMISMATIST,  ANA's  official  publication,  I 
would  add  the  following  notes. 

The  UNESCO  convention  dealing  with  the  transfer  of  cultural  property, 
which  includes  coins,  and  is  very  sweeping,  has  been  ratified  by  some 
30  countries.  It  has  not  been  ratified,  as  yet,  by  the  United  States. 
However,  because  of  general  concern  amongst  numismatists  in  this 
country,  the  ANA  appointed  David  L.  Ganz  of  New  York  as  legislative 
counsel  to  work  with  the  State  Department  and  the  members  of  the 
Senate  committee  concerned. 

Very  properly,  the  ANA  supports  the  section  dealing  with  thefts  from 
collections  and  museums.  It  was  concerned  with  the  section  dealing 
with  the  importation  of  archaeological  properties  by  which  these  latter 
could  be  banned  for  importation  from  specific  countries. 

Ganz  argued  that  coins  should  not  be  included  in  this  ban  unless  they 
had  been  plundered,  looted,  pillaged  from  their  native  land.  If  this 
was  done,  it  should  be  done  only  after  following  to  the  letter  the  pro- 
cedures laid  down  by  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee. 

Recently,  the  State  Department  agreed  with  this  interpretation  and 
stated  that  it  would  take  into  account  the  interests  of  American 
numismatists.  It  also  supposed  that  a category  of  coins  or  other 
objects  would  be  "described  tailored  to  the  particular  pillage  situ- 
ation. We  do  not  envisage  justification  for  any  broad  exclusion  such 
as  'coins  struck  in  Italy  over  500  years  ago',  or  the  like.". 

This  is  a considerable  clarification  and  should  remove  the  main  con- 
cerns of  collectors  of  medieval  and  ancient  coins.  There  is  no  means 
of  knowing  whether  there  is  any  reference  to  the  countries  which  of- 
ficially ban  the  export  of  all  coins  except  the  most  recent  as  Turkey. 
From  such  reports  as  I have  heard,  there  is  some  possible  amendment 
of  the  Indian  Law  of  Antiquities. 

Also,  I would  suppose,  if  the  law  is  passed  and  approved,  one  still 
may  wonder  what  interpretation  a local  customs  official  may  place  on 
the  regulations.  The  outcome  may  well  be  in  a collector's  favor,  but 
it  could  be  a time  consuming  business  in  between. 

Recently,  in  preparation  for  a trip  to  England,  on  which  I am  taking 
coins  for  research  purposes  in  Oxford  and  London,  I went  through  our 
Omaha  customs  to  declare  anything  necessary  primarilly  as  a time  saver 
and  to  facilitate  re-entry.  On  the  one  hand  I was  disturbed  because 
the  girl  who  dealt  with  my  case  was  completely  new  and  had  no  idea 
what  to  do.  On  the  other,  the  customs  official  whom  I had  called  on 
the  phone  a few  days  before  was  most  helpful.  However,  he  did  query 
the  fact  as  to  whether  or  not  I was  a dealer  as  well  and  also  to  state 
very  emphatically  that  I had  done  a very  wise  thing.  The  coins  were 
written  up,  along  with  private  materials,  under  a general  heading 
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(they  were  hoards),  so  I should  now  have  no  trouble,  but  I could  not 
keep  from  wondering  what  would  have  happened  had  the  senior  official 
been  out  or  busy. 

It  has  been  24  years  since  I have  travelled  overseas  but  I still  re- 
member the  customs  hassles  in  Europe  before  and  directly  after  WW  II. 

********************************************************************* 


TWO  SPARROWS 

by  0.  D.  Cres swell,  Belfast , Northern  Ireland , NI  # 560 

There  are  several  mentions  of  pieces  of  money  in  the  Gospels,  includ- 
ing the  thirty  pieces  paid  to  Judas  as  a reward  for  his  betrayal  of 
Jesus  and  the  Roman  silver  coin  from  which  Jesus  taught  a lesson 
about  loyalty,  but  references  to  the  little  copper  coins  which  formed 
the  everyday  money  of  the  ordinary  people  are  not  common.  There  is 
the  story  of  the  widow  who  cast  in  two  mites  into  the  Temple  offering 
and  here  the  word  used  in  the  Greek  is  lepton.  This  coin  would  have 
been  a Jewish  coin  issued  by  one  of  the  High  Priests  in  the  century 
following  the  success  of  the  Maccabeans  in  about  140  B.C.  Mindful 
of  the  strict  Jewish  law  prohibiting  the  making  of  idols  of  any  kind, 
these  coins  bore  no  representation  of  any  human  figure  and  so  were 
acceptable  as  offerings  in  the  Temple.  To  attempt  to  calculate  the 
equivalent  in  the  money  of  our  own  time  is  difficult  but  somewhere 
about  a quarter  of  the  modern  decimal  penny  would  not  be  far  out. 

The  lesson  that  Jesus  was  drawing  from  the  incident  was  that  to  the 
widow  in  her  poverty  this  offering  meant  greater  sacrifice  than  the 
gold  and  silver  offered  by  her  more  well  to  do  neighbours. 

So  little  was  the  lepton  valued  at  that  it  is  regarded  as  the  eighth 
part  of  the  assarion.  This  is  the  Roman  coin  referred  to  in  the 
lesson  that  Jesus  drew  from  the  sparrow.  Small  birds  were,  and 
still  are  in  some  countries  round  the  Mediterranean,  snared  or  netted 
for  food  and  as  Jesus  said,  they  sold  in  the  market  place  for  two  to 
the  assarion.  In  Luke's  Gospel  they  are  said  to  have  been  sold  at 
the  rate  of  five  for  two  assarions  but  whichever  was  the  market  price 
they  had  certainly  little  value  in  human  eyes  though  each  one  was 
valued  by  God.  The  assarion  had  the  equivalent  in  modern  money  of 
just  below  a halfpenny  though  in  the  older  translations  of  the  Bible 
the  word  is  translated  as o ne  farthing. 

There  is  a fairly  modern  echo  of  the  story  of  Jesus  told  from  the  two 
sparrows.  South  Africa,  before  its  coinage  went  decimal,  issued 
bronze  pennies,  half pennies  and  far things . The  pennies  and  half- 
pennies carried  a picture  of  a sailing  ship  but  the  farthings  most 
appropriately  bore  a picture  of  two  sparrows  in  a bush.  First  issued 
in  1923,  the  sparrows  became  smaller  over  they  years  and  the  bush 
occupied  a larger  part  of  the  design.  It  remains  as  one  of  my 
favourite  coin  designs.  It  was  issued  up  to  1960  and  is  quite  a 
common  coin  though  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  some  years  so  few 
were  minted  that  it  can  be  one  of  the  rarest  modern  coins.  In  1926 
only  sixteen  far  things  were  made  and  this  is  naturally  a very  expensive 
coin . 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

THE  PREMIER  CATALOGUE  OF  NEW  ZEALAND  COINS  AND  BANKNOTES,  by  P.  G. 
Eccles.  20pp,  illustrated.  4-1/2"  x 6"  pages,  paper  cover.  Avail- 
able from  the  author,  P.  0.  Box  2937,  Auckland,  New  Zealand.  $1.00 
New  Zealand  ($1.04  US),  plus  .40c  postage  (sea  mail). 

The  1979  edition  of  this  reference  was  released  on  August  17th.  The 
catalogue  lists  and  evaluates  for  two  grades  all  New  Zealand  banknotes 
from  1934  and  all  currency  coins,  proof  sets,  proof  dollars  and 
uncirculated  sets. 

Coins  are  listed  by  date  with  valuations  given  for  average  condition 
plus  VF  for  older  coins  and  EF  for  more  recent  issues.  Photos  of  all 
types  are  included.  New  Zealand  issued  its  first  coinage  in  1933. 
Valuations  for  proof  dollars  and  proof  sets  are  reflective  of  their 
small  mintages.  For  instance,  the  1977  proof  dollar  (mintage  15,000, 
boxed  specimens)  is  valued  at  $55.00  and  the  1971  proof  set  (mintage 
5,000)  is  valued  at  $125.00. 

The  listing  of  banknotes  starts  with  the  first  issue  of  the  Reserve 
Bank  of  New  Zealand  in  1934.  Valuations  are  given  for  each  signature 
type  in  average  condition  and  in  EF  (Unc  for  decimal  notes) . Photos 
of  the  reverse  side  of  all  type  notes  are  included. 

A listing  of  New  Zealand  clubs  and  societies  and  coin  dealers  is 
given  at  the  end . 

This  is  the  only  current  catalogue  specializing  in  New  Zealand  coins 
and  banknotes.  Mr.  Eccles  has  had  a long  experience  as  one  of  New 
Zealand's  leading  coin  dealers.  He  plans  to  issue  the  catalog  yearly. 

Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick. 


MODERN  GOLD  COINAGE  1977,  published  by  The  Gold  Institute,  Suite  1138, 
1001  Connecticut  Ave.  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20036,  USA.  52pp, 

8-1/2"  x 11",  stiff  paper  cover,  plastic  spiral  binding. 

The  Gold  Institute  reports  in  its  1977  compilation  of  gold  coins 
that  87  type  coins  in  gold,  requiring  some  3,629,750  troy  ounces 
of  gold,  were  issued  by  46  countries  during  the  1977  calendar  year. 
Only  currency  and  numismatic  coinage  are  included  in  this  listing; 
restruck  bullion  coins  (generally  with  19th  or  early  20th  century 
dates)  are  not.  However,  the  1977  Krugerrand  is  included.  During 
1976  4,298,782  ounces  of  gold  was  used  by  46  countries  for  93  type 
coins.  Only  6 countries  issued  legal  tender  gold  coins  in  1972. 

During  1977,  each  of  46  countries  issued  from  1 to  6 type  coins  in 
gold.  Most  of  the  issued  only  1 or  2 . 10  countries  issued  more 

than  2 and  only  4 countries  issued  more  than  3. 

The  largest  amounts  of  gold  in  1977  was  used  by  the  following  count- 
ries in  their  coinage  (troy  ounces  of  gold  used  is  given  in  brackets): 
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South  Africa  (2,849,315),  U.S.S.R.  (497,000),  Canada  (89,500),  Great 
Britain  (58,875)  and  Chile  (19,127). 

The  following  countries  issued  the  largest  number  of  gold  coins  in 
1977  (mintage  is  given  in  brackets):  South  Africa  (2,915,479),  U.S.S.R. 

(2,000,000),  Great  Britain  (250,000),  Canada  (179,000),  San  Marino 
(80,000)  and  Chile  (62,000). 

The  data  is  spaciously  presented  and  a separate  page  is  devoted  to 
each  country.  The  denomination,  a brief  description  of  the  design 
and  the  mint  is  given  for  each  type  coin,  followed  by  column  listings: 
dimension  in  millimeters,  weight  of  the  coin  in  grams,  percent  pure 
gold  in  the  coin,  troy  ounces  gold  per  coins,  number  of  coins  struck 
(proof  specimens  are  reported  separately  from  uncirculated  specimens), 
and  the  total  number  of  troy  ounces  of  pure  gold  used  for  each  type 
coin . 


Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 


COLLECTING  MEDALS  AND  DECORATIONS,  by  Alec  A.  Purves.  237pp  (43  more 
than  last  edition),  15  plates, 18  text  illus.,  cloth  bound  8-3/4"  x 
5-1/2".  Published  by  B.  A.  Seaby,  Ltd,  Audley  House,  11  Margaret  St., 
London,  WIN  8AT,  England.  £7.50  : U.S.  $16  (£8  or  $17  by  post). 

The  text  of  this  third  edition  of  Collecting  Medals  and  Decorations 
has  been  considerably  expanded,  especially  in  the  section  on  foreign 
awards,  particularly  those  most  frequently  found  with  British  groups 
of  medals. 

This  is  primarily  a book  on  collecting  medals,  rather  than  on  medals 
as  such.  It  omits  individual  descriptions  as  these  are  readily  avail- 
able elsewhere,  but  it  aims  to  give  the  collector  useful  information 
not  usually  found  in  medal  books,  such  as,  notes  on  naming;  abbrevi- 
ations of  rank  of  unit;  genuine,  false  and  unofficial  bars  and  sources 
of  reference. 

This  is  not  just  another  book  aimed  for  the  beginner.  Serious  collect- 
ors who  have  bought  previous  editions  would  testify  to  its  usefulness; 
it  is  a book  that  can  quickly  pay  for  itself. 

The  Publisher. 


THE  PAPER  MONEY  OF  THE  E.  A.  WRIGHT  BANK  NOTE  COMPANY , by  Fred  Schwan, 
32pp,  illus.  $3.95.  Available  from  BNR  Press,  Box  157,  Portage, 

Ohio  43451. 

This  splendid  monograph  of  paper  money  issues  of  a specific  bank  note 
printer  is  probably  unique  in  itself,  as  it  is  perhaps  the  first  at- 
tempt to  list,  fully  illustrate  and  describe  all  wartime  issues  of  a 
single  company.  The  information  contained  therein  is  more  than  just 
a catalog  listing.  It  reveals  for  the  first  time  many  details  on 
some  of  the  rarest  issues  of  World  War  II,  and  all  are  illustrated  on 
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both  sides,  an  aspect  usually  not  found  in  banknote  listings.  It 
is  highly  recommended  to  all  numismatic  specialists  and  historians 
alike  who  share  an  interest  in  the  recent  past.  As  a detailed  cata- 
log, it  represents  a most  valuable  addition  to  numismatic  literature 
and  is  one  the  specialist  must  add  to  his  reference  library. 

Reviewed  by  W.  A.  Haskell 

*************** *********  ******************  ************************** 


ANOTHER  ER  II  BANKNOTE  PORTRAIT 

by  Jerry  Remick,  Ste-Foy , P.Q.,  Canada , NI  #213 

A 15th  type  portrait  of  Queen  Elizabeth  II  appearing  on  British  Common- 
wealth banknotes  should  be  added  to  the  14  types  described  and  illus- 
trated in  my  article  published  in  the  August,  1978  NI  BULLETIN  (pp253- 
265). 

Type  15:  Mature  crowned  portrait  of  the  Queen  wearing  dress  and 

three  strand  pearl  necklace. 


BANK  OF 

M04  145404 

. • V A . 


J 

M04  145404 


Type  15 

This  portrait  was  first  used  by  the  Bank  of  England  on  Great  Britain's 
Five  Pounds  banknote  of  1963  and  on  the  Ten  Pounds  note  of  1964. 

Both  portraits  are  identical,  but  the  portrait  on  the  10  Pound  note 
shows  more  of  the  Queen's  shoulders  and  dress  than  the  portrait  on 
the  5 Pound  note.  These  notes  are  no  longer  being  used. 

Acknowledgement : Photo  by  Fred  Borgmann , staff  member  of  Krause  Publi- 

cations, Iola,  Wisconsin. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

NOVEMBER  NI  EDUCATIONAL  FORUM:  The  speaker  for  the  November  NI  Educa- 

tional  Forum  in  Dallas  will  be  Charles  Muchmore,  Jr.  who  will  present  a 
program  entitled  "Historical  Events  Commemorated  on  Pre-1960  Silver 
Coins".  After  the  program  the  details  of  the  Christmas  party  will  e 
announced  and  members  will  be  able  to  look  over  NI  Reference  Collection 
extras  which  will  be  for  sale  to  offset  the  expense  of  maintaining  the 
collection.  The  meeting  will  begin  at  7:30  PM,  Wednesday,  November 
15,  1978  in  the  Community  Room  on  the  east  side  of  the  Republic  Savings 
Building  at  6300  Mockingbird  Lane  (just  west  of  Abrams  Road),  Dallas, 
Texas . 


W.  E.  Anderson,  108  E.  13th,  Sand  Springs,  OK  74063,:  Researching 

Queen  Victoria  coins  counterstamped,  also  counterstamps  on  coins  or 
Azores  Islands.  Correspondence  invited  after  December  15,  9 . ee 

descriptions,  actual  coins  (will  buy  or  photograph). 

rharlps  D.  Moore.  319  Queen  St.,  West,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5V.  2A4 
Wanted  for  my  personal  library.  Numismatic  reference  books,  auction 
catalogues  and  mint  reports  pertaining  to  Canada.  I need  severa 
mon  items,  as  well  as  scarce  items.  All  letters  answered. 

Costas  Chr.  Hadziotis,  3356-Kolonaki,  Athens,  GREECjp  I am  ^erested 
in  the  study  and  collection  of  Ottoman  countermarked  coins.  Could  y 
member  of  NI  help  me  by  supplying  any  type  of  information  in  t is 
field?  I am  also  interested  in  exchanging  countermarked  coins  which 

I do  not  have  in  my  collection. 

NI  EDITOR:  Some  time  ago  a shipment  of  coins  belonging  to  a NI  member 

who  had  sent  them  for  photographs  concerning  an  article  Jost 

in  the  mail  when  we  returned  them.  We  urgently  need  the  following 
two  coins  in  XF  or  better  condition  to  replace  to  our  member  (a 
others  have  been  replaced  earlier  by  Lauren  Benson): 

Biafra,  1 Shillings  1969,  Y2 
Trinidad  & Tobago,  25  Cents  1974,  Y20 

Anyone  who  can  help  us  in  this  request  is  requested  to  send  one  or 
both  of  these  pieces  to  the  NI  Editor  with  a billing (do^°”®  Wl1 
be  accepted  gladly).  Mail  to  Marvin  L.  Fraley,  2813  - 57th  St., 
Lubbock,  TX  79413.  Suggest  writing  first  to  make  sure  we  have  not 
already  received  the  pieces  requested. 

**************************^^^ 

NT  TS  AT.WAYS  SEEKING  NEW  ME^IBE^ 

We  are  always  looking  for  new  member  prospects  who  share  °ur  8 

Perhaps  you  have  a friend  or  friends  who  do  not  1 ^ b°ul^tIN  ^n  your 
be  glad  to  send  them  a complimentary  copy  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  in  r 
name  or  send  you  as  many  membership  applications  as  you  need.  With 
everyone's  help  there  is  no  reason  that  the  membership  ° C°“ 

reach  750  by  the  end  of  1979.  Write  now  for  membership  blanks  or 
other  material  you  might  need  to  sign  up  some  new  ™embe «• 

Membership  Chairman,  P.  0.  Box  30013,  Dallas,  ex 
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